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The Cleveland Museum of Art Highlights Expansion with 
Building for the Future 


Free exhibition provides public with an exclusive look at 
Museum’s $258 million renovation and expansion project 


CLEVELAND (April 27, 2007) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) invites the public to learn more 
about its $258 million renovation and expansion project with a new exhibition, Building for the Future, that 


opens on Tuesday, May 8. 


“Building for the Future provides a comprehensive look at this important project, which will completely 
transform the Cleveland Museum of Art and enable it to maintain its rank as one of the most important art 
museums in the country,” notes CMA Director Timothy Rub. “Our architect, Rafael Vifioly, has developed a 
thoughtful design that both responds to the history of this institution and, at the same, clearly looks to the 
future. We are very excited about this project and would like the public to know more about it and the 


significant progress we have already made towards its realization.” 


Scheduled for completion in 2011, this project will accomplish two important goals. First, it will reaffirm the 
vision of the founders of this institution, who believed that a great city like Cleveland should be endowed with 
the finest of cultural assets, including an art museum that would be accessible to the public free of charge and 
serve as a resource to educate and inspire the community. Secondly, it will transform a physical plant that 1s 


outdated as well as inadequate and prepare the museum to meet future needs. 


Among the most important of these needs are additional galleries to present one of this country’s finest 
collections, which is renowned for both its scope and quality. Rafael Vifoly’s design will increase the space 
available for the display of the collection by nearly 30 percent and provide state-of-the-art facilities for its 
storage and conservation. With renovated classrooms, spacious quarters for its world renowned library, 
expanded distance learning studios, and a new lifelong learning center, the museum will also be able to fully 
realize its educational potential and to introduce new generations of visitors to the rich and fascinating world of 


the arts. A larger gallery for special exhibitions and much-needed improvements to Gartner Auditorium and 


(more) 
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the Lecture and Recital halls will help sustain the museum’s tradition of innovative programming, and 
amenities such as a new restaurant, café and shop will make the Cleveland Museum of Art one of the liveliest 
and most enjoyable places to be in the city. Finally, at the heart of the expanded facility will be a beautiful, 
light-filled atrium that will welcome visitors, reminding them that the museum is a “place of the muses” that 


can both inspire and delight and, in the process, help us learn more about ourselves and the world. 


The exhibition has been installed in a gallery adjacent to the lobby of the museum. It includes a large-scale 
model as well as photographs, renderings, and a timetable for the completion of the project. “It will provide 
visitors with an overview of Vinoly’s splendid design for the renovation and expansion of our physical plant,” 
adds Rub. “We are delighted to be able to have this opportunity to enhance the community’s understanding of 


all that we hope to accomplish through the renovation and expansion of the CMA.” 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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